
 
 
May 21, 2020 
 
 
Dear parents,  
 
As the 2019-2020 school year comes to a close, I would like to take this opportunity to speak to 
you about the future of education at Bishop Flaget. There are many mixed messages 
bombarding us, and the messages often change from day to day. While this time of virtual 
education has been challenging for all of us, it is my belief that we will be better off for it. Our 
abilities with technology have grown, our flexibility has been challenged, and our focus has 
changed. The lessons that we have learned over the last 10 weeks will make us better teachers, 
better learners, and better parents. 
 
I have been somewhat reserved on the discussion of what next year will look like because I 
don’t believe that now is the appropriate time to make those decisions. The COVID situation 
changes from day to day, and decisions made today may be inconsequential by August. What is 
important for you to know is that Mrs. Fahnestock and I, along with the support of the Diocese of 
Columbus, are working to build a response plan which includes multiple options for returning to 
school and progressing through the school year, all of which will be based on the 
recommendations and requirements of the CDC, Governor Dewine, and the local health 
department. While we are certain that the start of the 2020-21 school year will look very 
different, we have no idea what that will be at this time. We are still learning what social 
distancing requirements may or may not be in place, whether or not COVID antibodies provide 
an immunity to the illness, and how COVID-19 affects children. New outbreaks or the 
development of a vaccine would also be game-changers. We are analyzing multiple scenarios 
and what our response would be in each scenario. 
 
As we conclude the 2019-2020 school year, we focus on the following goals: 

1) To provide intensive professional development to our teachers in regards to virtual 
learning and online platforms; 

2) To incorporate Digital Academy Student Management and Learning Platform in all 
aspects of school communication, replacing Schoolspeak; 

3) To enhance our school technology to bring us to 1:1 devices in kindergarten through the 
8th grade; 

4) To determine online learning platforms which are most beneficial to virtual learning and 
enhancing to the learning process; 

5) To determine how social distancing guidelines may affect classroom/learning spaces; 
6) To plan for social distancing in cafeteria operation; 
7) To plan for blended learning opportunities (online and in-person) and virtual learning; 
8) To incorporate learning for students/teachers who may be quarantined from the school 

community; 
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9) To increase opportunities for faith development during school closures; and
10) To provide training to parents/providers in virtual learning facilitation.

It is my sincere hope that we can be back in school in September. If there is a way to 
avoid being out of school 100% of the time and protect our students and teachers, it 
would definitely be my first choice. 

As parents, we will need your help in this endeavor.  Please consider these guidelines: 
1) Limit travel once the school year starts;
2) Monitor student illness and keep students home when sickness is indicated;
3) Set home schedules and locations where education occurs on a daily basis;
4) Determine home technology needs in order to be prepared for possible closures and

virtual learning days;
5) Think about options to partner with other parents to facilitate online learning, i.e. parents

who can help out with childcare and online learning, home learning spaces, volunteering
to help other parents with student at-home learning;

6) Following self-quarantine guidelines; and
7) Communicate openly with school administration and teachers in regards to your child’s

learning needs.

While we were originally scheduled to return to school on August 26th, we will probably be 
making changes to the beginning of the school year schedule. We will complete assessments of 
all students at the start of the school year as well as provide  training for teachers, parents, and 
students on individual devices and the Digital Academy program. We are planning at least two 
virtual learning days a month in order to develop the skills needed for learning remotely during 
extended closures and to allow for intensive building-wide cleaning. 

I wish to personally thank all of you for your prayers and support throughout this difficult 
transition. Please continue to pray for an end to this pandemic. Please pray for the BFS Class of 
2020 as they graduate and prepare for high school.  

Yours in Christ, 

Laura Corcoran
Principal 


